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whats happening 2021
Experience our fantastic Festivals and  

Events in Felixstowe. Historic vehicles and 

talented artists on the prom, carnival fun, 

spectacular fireworks, a celebration of books, 

charity runs and walks, live music, Halloween 

scares and exciting military re-enactments.

Please visit our website at  

www.visitfelixstowe.org.uk  

for the latest 

information on 

events in 2021.

Travel Information
Train and Bus For information and timetables  

please visit www.visitfelixstowe.org.uk 

Car Several car parks serve the main shopping area 

and seafront. Where parking charges apply, East 

Suffolk Council operates the convenient and easy 

to use RingGo service. Further information at www.

eastsuffolk.gov.uk/visitors/parking-services/parking-

places

Ferry The Harwich Harbour Foot and Bicycle Ferry runs 

from the John Bradfield Viewing Area at Felixstowe 

to Harwich and Shotley. A foot and bicycle ferry runs 

between Felixstowe Ferry and Bawdsey. All ferries run 

from Easter to the end of October.

Cycling Download our free cycling map from  

www.visitfelixstowe.org.uk

welcome to felixstowe

Promenade along the seafront With its fine Edwardian 

architecture, colourful beach huts, pier and four miles of lovely beaches. 

Overlooking the waters are the newly restored Seafront Gardens, with their 

colourful and unusual planting, historical features and structures stretching for 

a kilometre.

family fun Try your luck on the slot machines at the Pier and Manning’s, 

head to the thrilling children’s rides at Ocean Boulevard, make a splash at 

the Leisure Centre or challenge your friends to a round of Adventure Golf. 

Martello Park offers fun play areas and kiosks. The Spa Pavilion has a year-round 

programme of shows and entertainment for all ages and interests.

north side At the northern end of the town is the charming fishing and 

sailing hamlet of Felixstowe Ferry. Take a walk along the banks beside the river 

Deben and pick up some fresh fish.

Head south To the Landguard Peninsula with its 18th C. Fort, one of 

England’s best-preserved coastal defences, alongside the fascinating collections 

of the Felixstowe Museum. Stroll along the boardwalk at the Nature Reserve, 

home to a rich diversity of flora and fauna. The Viewing Area offers spectacular 

views of the giant ships arriving and departing at Britain’s busiest port.

Retail therapy Whether you’re looking for a bargain, designer goods, 

locally produced foodie treats or that extra special gift Hamilton Road and the 

adjoining streets are the town’s main shopping area, with its abundance of big 

name stores, independent shops and speciality boutiques.

Feeling peckish Whatever your appetite, there is something to suit all 

tastes and budgets, from fine dining and traditional afternoon tea, to handmade 

ice creams and fresh, locally caught fish and chips. Take your pick from our 

charming tearooms, historic hotels, family-friendly pubs, intimate restaurants 

and seafront cafes.

Stay Felixstowe offers a full range of inviting hotels, guest houses, B&B’s, self-

catering properties or camping and caravanning parks.

Information Points: Felixstowe Library and Visit Felixstowe Tourist Information 
Centre beach hut (on the prom, opposite the Town Hall).
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The eight Grade II listed Gardens are of significant historic interest.  
Following a successful bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund the Gardens have 
been fully restored. 
These beautiful landscaped Gardens were created as a result of the 
popularity and fashion in late Victorian times for visiting coastal locations. 
The natural springs along the cliff encouraged people to the Gardens in  
pursuit of improved health and relaxation. 
Today the interconnecting Gardens stretch for almost a kilometre along the 
promenade. A significant proportion of the original planting and pathways 
still survive. Discover the gardens for yourself. Take time to wander and 
follow the Heritage Trail.

Explore all eight gardens:

Town Hall Gardens and the South Cliff Shelter
Pram Walk

Ivy Terrace and the Ranelagh Steps 

Spa Pavilion approach, the Wishing Well and Dripping Pond

Pavilion Terrace

Serpentine Steps and the Round and Octagonal Shelters

Rose Garden 

Cliff House Garden and the Arch Cascade

Felixstowe Seafront Gardens was awarded the prestigious Green Flag 

Award and Green Heritage accreditation in 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019  

and 2020.

Felixstowe  

SEAFRONT GARDENS
Walking along the promenade, you’ll come across the newly restored 

Felixstowe Seafront Gardens.

Information Points: Felixstowe Library and Visit Felixstowe Tourist Information 
Centre beach hut (on the prom, opposite the Town Hall).
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Information Points: Felixstowe Library & Felixstowe Seafront beach hut
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Felixstowe  

the great outdoors
With a variety of walks to explore, you will be spoilt for choice for a great 

day out walking by the sea in Felixstowe. With so much to see, from small 

nesting birds to container ships, don’t forget your binoculars and camera!

Martello Coast Path

If you choose to walk the full distance from Landguard to Felixstowe Ferry 

(approximately 8km) you will be following the Martello Coast Path.   

Landguard peninsula

Start your day at the Landguard Peninsula:  The Landguard Nature 

Reserve attracts thousands of migrating birds. The windswept shingle 

spit, is home to a variety of rare plants. Nearby the John Bradfield Viewing 
Area provides stunning views across the Orwell estuary. The container and 

cruise ships are an impressive sight as they follow the natural deep water 

channel in and out of the Port of Felixstowe.

Felixstowe Seafront Gardens

Further along the promenade you come across Felixstowe’s colourful 

Seafront Gardens. The Gardens which start beside the Town Hall stretch 

for nearly a kilometre and are well worth exploring.

Felixstowe Ferry

Felixstowe Ferry is situated in the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Explore the Deben estuary and its 

wonderful views from this peaceful fishing hamlet. 

Trimley Marshes Nature reserve

Trimley is an outlying village to Felixstowe where you can find the Trimley 
Marshes an exciting wetland reserve created almost entirely from arable 

land alongside the river Orwell.  

Information Points: Felixstowe Library and Visit Felixstowe Tourist Information 
Centre beach hut (on the prom, opposite the Town Hall).
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Landguard Fort

Discover the rich military and maritime heritage of a Grade I listed Fort 
built in the 18th C. Landguard Fort is one of England’s best-preserved 
coastal defences.  With a maze of rooms and passageways, bastion view 
points, artefacts, displays, exhibitions and special events, Landguard Fort 
offers something for all ages and interests. 

MARTELLO TOWERS (INCLUDING MARTELLO ‘P’)

Between 1804 and 1812 eight Martello Towers were built on Felixstowe 
shores to repel the Napoleonic invasion.  

Four of these towers can be seen along Felixstowe’s coastline today.  Tower 
‘P’ at Martello Park has recently been  restored and interpretation panels 
tell the story of its history.  It is occasionally open to the public. 

Tower ‘Q’ along South Hill has been converted to a home. Towers ‘T’ 
(unused on the golf course) and ‘U’ (converted into a home) stand at 
Felixstowe Ferry.

Felixstowe Museum

Explore the fascinating artefacts and collections of Felixstowe Museum, 
which brings alive the military and social history of this seaside town.  It 
is a  real ‘hidden’ treasure - adults and children alike can explore all sorts 
of amazing history in fourteen different rooms, from costumes and model 
planes, to fossils and toys. There are also special events, learning activities 
and themed exhibitions to enjoy.

Felixstowe seafront gardens
Along the promenade you can discover the eight Grade II listed Gardens, 
that are of significant historic interest. Discover for yourself the history 
and features by following the Heritage Trail throughout the Gardens.

Felixstowe  

Heritage
Enjoy exploring Felixstowe’s iconic history and heritage.

Information Points: Felixstowe Library and Visit Felixstowe Tourist Information 
Centre beach hut (on the prom, opposite the Town Hall).
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Martello Park

This family friendly park is set around Martello Tower ‘P’.  It offers 
play, picnic and wildlife areas, walking and cycling routes.  The nearby 
Changing Places facility makes this a fully accessible play park.

Sea Road 

Cruise along Sea Road where you can visit the amusement arcades.  

Manning’s Amusements, is the most famous arcade in Felixstowe.  
Originally opened by W.E. Butlin (later Sir Billy Butlin of holiday 
camp fame) in 1932. Manning’s Amusements has been entertaining 
holidaymakers and day-trippers alike for almost 80 years!

The new Beach Street Felixstowe at Manning’s offers a great range of 
places to eat and shop housed in a colourful shipping container village.

At Ocean Boulevard enjoy the Hurricane cars and ‘drifting’ karts to the 
Railroad Express mini train ride and other fun attractions.

Felixstowe Pier

Take a stroll on the boardwalk over the sea, plus vibrant Family 
Entertainment Centre, café bar with splendid views and seaside treats.

Felixstowe Leisure Centre

At Felixstowe Leisure Centre you will find a wide range of facilities, 
including a full programme of activity-based classes and sessions.  
Pool with flume, health suite, gym and soft play area.  

Landguard Peninsula

Suffolk’s most southerly point offers a great day out for all the family. Play 
hide and seek at historic Landguard Fort, discover the toys your Gran and 
Grandad played with at Felixstowe Museum, search for bugs and beasties 
on the Nature Reserve, then go giant ship spotting with some fish and 
chips or an ice cream at the Landguard Visitor Centre and View Point Cafe. 
Throughout the year there is a host of fun-packed events and activities to 
enjoy too.

Felixstowe  

FAMILY FUN
Sea Road has something for everyone, including colourful arcades, 

children’s rides and Adventure Golf.

Information Points: Felixstowe Library and Visit Felixstowe Tourist Information 
Centre beach hut (on the prom, opposite the Town Hall).
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Felixstowe  

EVENTS
This is a taste of some of our outstanding range of events managed and 

organised by enthusiastic volunteers. We recommend you check the Visit 

Felixstowe website for all the latest information on ‘What’s On’ in the 

town at www.visitfelixstowe.org.uk/whats-on

ALL YEAR: THE SPA PAVILION

The Spa Pavilion sits within the beautifully tended Seafront Gardens. 
This multi-purpose venue offers a year round programme of shows and 
entertainment for all ages and interests. Comedy, pantomime, music 
legends, children’s shows and touring theatre.

SPRING: Ipswich to Felixstowe classic Vehicle rally

More than 500 vehicles - cars, buses, military vehicles and motorcycles - 
take part in the annual Ipswich to Felixstowe Classic Vehicle Rally and are 
on display along the Seafront

SUMMER: Felixstowe Book Festival

Felixstowe’s very own literary festival is an annual gathering of writers 
and readers and associated workshops and activities. 

SUMMER: Felixstowe Carnival

An exciting weekend of carnival fun and entertainment including the 
colourful procession ending on the Seafront, plus entertainment and live 
music over the weekend.

Autumn: Art on the prom

Over 100 artists from East Anglia and beyond displaying and selling 
original artwork in a wide variety of media, including painting, ceramics, 
glass, photography and textiles. Free art activity tents offer children and 
adults the opportunity to have-a-go at making art.

Information Points: Felixstowe Library and Visit Felixstowe Tourist Information 
Centre beach hut (on the prom, opposite the Town Hall).
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